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these battles and of the Greek Fire used in them we
have an important European document, the * Memoirs'
of de Joinville, called the 4' History of Saint Louis."7
These are the memoirs of an eye-witness who took
part in all encounters and events and who filled in the
army a lofty post. This is the Knight Jean de
Joinville, one of the principal officials on the suite of
Louis IX, who accompanied him in his expedition to
Egypt and filled, after his death, the same post in the
court of his son Louis X.
De Joinville wrore his memoirs by the order of the
Queen of France, consort of Louis IX, especially for
her to record all the events in which the saintly King
took part. De Joinville speaks at great length of the
battles which raged between the Egyptians and the
Crusaders on Egyptian soil, and gives minute details
and observations which the Arab sources hardly men-
tion* What gives it particular value is the fact that
it was written by a soldier versed in the science of war
and an eye-witness who took part in these battles from
the beginning to the end.
De Joinville tells us of the efficiency of the Egyp-
tian troops, their discipline and their tactics and of
those fiery projectiles which terribly ravaged the
fortifications of the Crusaders and their ranks and,
finally, was one of the greatest causes of their defeat
and retirement. He gives a minute sensational des-
cription of it, and speaks of the terror with which it
inspired his countrymen when they saw it, their
disorder and their cries for help, and he calls it Greek
Fire. This appellation has a historical origin or sense,
as it seems to us that these fiery projectiles, then used
by the Egyptians in fighting their enemies, is the same
as the old Greek or Byzantine Fire which, as already
said, was for centuries, the most effective arm in the
hands of the Eastern Roman Empire. When the
Muslims learnt its secret it became a terrible arm in
their hands and a great instrument in dispersing the